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We are so proud of our November Students of the Month

                                               
Taya C.
Alexander L.
Leah R.
Rose M.
Joanna M.
Tatum G.
Zoe P.
Lucy E.                    

November 2020 Special Events

November 3 - No School (Teacher Workshop)
November 16 - PTO Meeting @ 6:00 
November 16 - School Board Meeting @ 7:00
November 23 - Conferences
November 24 - Conferences
November 26 - No School (Thanksgiving)
November 27 - No School (Thanksgiving)



Big Woods Read-a-thon Fundraiser

Dear Parents and Families,

We are so excited to announce our Big Woods Read-a-thon Fundraiser. We believe it is so 
important to make sure that the majority of your donation goes directly to Big Woods 
students. Your donation will go to support classroom needs and activities such as grade 
level traditions, family/community activities and new playground equipment. This year, 
over 97% of your donation goes directly to supporting Big Woods students. 

Our goal of over $20,000 can be reached, but we need everyone’s help. Over the 
next two weeks awesome activities are prepared to remind all students and families of the 
importance of reading. As you read, please donate to support the Big Woods PTO and our 
students. 

Read-a-thon Business Cards will be going home this week. These “cut out” business 
cards will have the directions for “How to Donate”! 

November 5 - Read-a-thon Launch (Buzz Announcement)

November 6 - Bookmark Contest Information Going Home

November 9 - Readers are Great Leaders Day: Dress up for a job you would like.

November 10 - Electric Blackout Day: Dress in black and bring a flashlight to use while 
reading.

November 11 - Trip to Disney Day: Dress in Disney gear and bring your favorite fairytale 
for reading.

November 12 - School-Wide DEAR Time (Drop Everything and Read). School-Wide Book 
Bingo.

November 13 - Beach Day: Dress like summer/bring a clean beach towel.

November 16 - Glow Up Read Day: Dress in neon and read with glow sticks.

November 17 - Camp Out Day: Dress in flannel and read with a virtual fire in class.

November 18 - Cozy Reading Day: Dress in your comfy clothes/pajamas.

November 19 - Favorite Book Character: Dress like your favorite book character.

November 20 - School Spirit Day: Dress in school spirit apparel. 
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Big Woods Book Fair 

Dear Parents and Families,

The Scholastic Book Fair is back! While the Fair will be exclusively held online this year, we still plan on making it 
a fun and joyous experience for our kids. 

Our Book Fair is online! Support our school and help your child discover new books, favorite characters, complete 
series, and more! 

Save these dates and view our school’s Fair site. 
 
The online book fair will run from October 30th-November 12th. 

● Visit Big Woods Elementary School Website
● Under Announcements click Shop The Book Fair



Big Woods Happenings! Save the Dates

Fall Parent Teacher Conferences will be VIRTUAL

Conference sign-up is now available in Parent Vue for our virtual fall conferences Monday or Tuesday, November 
23rd or 24th. Click on Conference then Parent Scheduled Conferences to choose your time slot.

As soon as everyone is signed up for a conference, teachers will send you information regarding how you will 
connect through our Google Meets at your designated times.

Please understand that teachers must shorten the time of the conference to 13 minutes in order to log-in virtually 
and support the next parent.

Safety and Weather

Good Day Community Partners,
 
I just wanted to make sure you understand the importance of students coming to school 
dressed with appropriate clothing each day. Due to our careful handling of supplies and 
materials, we are also being very cautious of sharing hats, mittens, coats, and boots. Big 
Woods has a very limited supply considering the pandemic we are currently navigating. 

Please know that our supplies are not like they have been in years past. Please double 
check each morning that they are prepared for our MN cold. 

Sincerely, 
Mr. Jesse Peterson

Food Assistance Programs

CROSS is committed to serving families and individuals in times of need by providing mercy and 
compassionate supportive services. 

https://crossservices.org/food-assistance/

https://crossservices.org/food-assistance/


District Nurse Information

Character Counts! Respect 

During November, our school and district will be focusing on the Character Counts trait of respect. Respect means 
living by the golden rule, using good manners, and being considerate of others. Respectful people are polite and 
courteous and accept others even if they look, act, or believe differently. They use peaceful ways to solve conflict 
and deal with anger. “Never look down on anybody unless you’re helping him or her up.” Quote by J.J.

Due to social distancing requirements and not being able to bring volunteers in, I will not be doing mass hearing and 
vision screening with the students this year. If you have a concern regarding your child's hearing or vision and 
would like me to screen your child individually, please email me at juliew@mystma.org with your child's name, 
grade, teacher's name and your concern.  

Julie Winkelman RN, LSN, PHN
juliew@mystma.org

Dear STMA Families:

The Minnesota Department of Health and Education have issued requirements to all school districts for navigating 
COVID-19 and maintaining safe learning models. A critical component includes student health screening protocols. It 
is important that parents monitor symptoms in their children and keep them home when ill, and also to follow the 
isolation and exclusion guidance provided by the Minnesota Department of Health. Our STMA COVID Health 
Coordinator and health services staff are charged with following this required guidance when communicating with 
you regarding the health of your child, and when providing clearance to attend school.

It is difficult for parents to hear that their children cannot attend school for an extended amount of time, and difficult 
for educators to be separated from their students. However, these requirements were put in place to protect all of us, 
and to give our community the best chance for keeping our schools open. 

Please work in cooperation with our COVID Health Coordinator, health services staff, and educators to follow the 
requirements set for us by the Minnesota Department of Health. Whether you agree with the requirements or not, our 
district must follow them not only to keep everyone as healthy as possible, but also to keep our schools as open as 
possible. Please, let’s work together.

COVID Protocols



               Big Woods PTO
Find PTO on Facebook at Big Woods PTO and “like” them for updates.

Contact PTO at bigwoodspto@gmail.com
PTO Volunteers at bigwoodsptovolunteers@gmail.com

Thank you for all your support Big Woods PTO!

Big Woods Elementary
www. stma.k12.mn.us
Grades 1-4
Enrollment 655
Student Hours 7:45-2:15
Office Hours 7:00-3:30

13470 Frankfort Parkway NW
St. Michael, MN  55376
Phone: 763.497.8025
Fax: 763.497.6563

Covid-19 Related 
Questions

Please contact Lindy Legatt, our 
district Covid-19 Coordinator, for 
all related questions. 

lindyl@mystma.org
763.497.6528

Attendance

Please call Big Woods 24-hour attendance line number 
763-497-8025, Ext. 1 if your child will be absent due to an 
emergency, illness or any other reason.  If you know your 
child is going to be absent for an extended period of time, 
please call the attendance line in advance. It is extremely 
important to contact school before 7:45 AM each day your 
child is absent. If we don’t receive a call from you, the 
absence will be considered “unexcused” until the reason is 
verified by the end of the school day. If a student has 
excessive absences, we will contact you in order to both 
inform and offer assistance in improving your child’s 
attendance. State law requires all school age children must 
attend school every day that school is in session and our 
district attendance policy provides us with truancy 
guidelines and procedures. Thank you in advance for your 
diligence regarding your child’s school attendance.

Has your contact info 
changed?

If so, please login to ParentVue 
and update your info. Pick up 
login directions for ParentVue in 
the Big Woods office. This 
expedites school personnel in 
contacting you in a quick and 
efficient manner. 
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